Monroe Community College 
Visual and Performing Arts Department/VaPA
CRN: 15344 & 16529	ART: 110/100-105  
Comics and Sequential Art
Spring 2012	Mondays and Wednesdays 4-5:50pm	 Room 12-230
Instructor: Alan Gordon, Visual and Performing Arts Department
Email: agordon@monroecc.edu   agordon@rochester.rr.com

This class and all of the paperwork is available online at:
http://www.alangordonarts.com/classpage.htm

Prerequisites: English 101 or higher.

Course Description:
This class is designed to take students through the process of creating their own comic book or sequential narrative. We will also examine the evolution of the comic, how the comic book is referenced in contemporary society, and appropriate grant writing procedures for the comic industry. The course will be divided into three areas: materials, drawing techniques, and themes. While exploring these areas of emphasis, students will begin to develop their own style and voice, which can be further critiqued by visiting guests to the class.

Projects/Assignments:
Students will be expected to create one finished, original comic book, or series of comic strips that could be presented for the Xeric Foundation Annual Competition or at the NYC Comic Convention held each year. Students are not required to attend or present work at the competitions, but applications and competition information will be available to those students wanting to take their projects further than course requirements. I highly encourage students to participate in both presentations if you wish to continue on in the medium professionally.  Exercises leading up to the completed product will focus on inking, imagery as a communicator, lettering and wordless images, timing and framing, expressive anatomy, and writing. Class critiques are essential, and students are expected to verbalize their approaches and reference materials. 

Course Learning Objectives:
1. Create an original comic book and a series of comic strips.
2. Write, draw, and design for MCC’s print shop a class group anthology comic book.
3.  Explore and apply a variety of drawing media and inking techniques used specifically in the production of comic books. 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the history of comics, and basic aesthetic principles dating back to the 1400s up through contemporary examples and apply to students’ original works created in class.
5. Use hand-lettering and creative writing techniques and styles to be applied to comics and comic strips.
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Electronic Media  Policy:
This includes cell phones, laptops, ipads and the like.  
Cell phones calls/texts are not permitted within the class.  In emergency situations, please see me.  Emergencies are not every class.  Policy is simple- If you are on your phone, I will ask you to put it away.  Second time- you are asked to leave and marked as absent.  
Visual Media is great (and necessary) for quick references, that is acceptable.  Anything that would be deemed offensive/non-relevant (at my discretion) is turned off.  If you have a second offense, you are asked to leave and considered absent.  You may not return to class until you have a meeting with administration.
Music is a MUST for studio time.  Please choose to:  a) keep the volume low or b) one ear phone out.  If others can hear it, it’s too loud.
*Neither audio nor video recordings of the instructor or the class can be made without the explicit prior written permission of the instructor.


Attendance Policy:
Attendance is expected at all classes. Conflicts and other mitigating circumstances, which might prevent participation, should be discussed with me in advance. Any student absent more than three times will suffer an entire letter grade drop with each subsequent absence. Tardiness or leaving early that exceeds 20 minutes will be counted as an absence.

Grading:
• Weekly exercises (including inking techniques) 
   and Monroe Doctrine Submissions, Class participation                                       30%
• Collaborative Anthology Project							20%
• Final Projects									50%


Grading Policy:
The course grade, awarded by the instructor at the end of the semester, will reflect the student’s overall performance in the class. Any student wishing to know about their performance may do so at any time by asking me.

Grade System:
A=Excellent
One who answers all of the course requirements and performs at a level visibly outstanding.
B=Very Good
One who answers all of the course requirements and performs at a level measurably above average.
C=Average
One who answers all of the course requirements and performs adequately in doing so. This is the standard of competence.
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D=Poor
One who answers all of the course requirements but performs at a level measurably below average.
F=Failure
One who does not answer all of the course requirements. F is a failing grade.


	Students are cautioned that cheating at Monroe Community College is an offense punished by expulsion. Plagiarism, that is, copying of the language, ideas, and thoughts of other persons, and passing off the same as ones original work, whether in examinations or in papers, is cheating. Please consult me if you have any questions concerning what does, or does not, constitute plagiarism as you work on your projects and examinations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Required Texts:
Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud
Making Comics: Storytelling Secrets by Scott McCloud
Adventures in Cartooning by James Sturm
the Art of Comic Book Inking (Dark Horse Comics) by Gary Martin 

Due Dates:
Assignments are due and will be collected on the dates specified. Work not submitted on the due date will be dropped an entire letter grade before being considered.

Resubmission of Work:
After the critique, should you wish to change, modify, or remake a piece, you may do so on your own time and submit it in your portfolio for reevaluation.

Homework:
Homework is very simple.
In the back of "the Art of Comic Book Inking" (Darkhorse) there are fold out pages. 1 panel (your choice, but the tiny panels only count as .5 a panel- so you need to do 2 for credit) from the inking sheets from the study guide per week.  Due in either (a) printed hand in form OR (b) scanned and emailed form.  I do not accept originals, and just seeing them does not count.  Due by the end of class every Wednesday. 
Homework begins week 2, and ends when you have either (a) completed the sample pages OR (b) the semester ends. 
The Homework Grade is assigned as: A = 12 or more  B = 9 to 11  C = 6 to 8  D = 5  and less than 5- you don't earn anything better than an F 
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BE PREPARED:
You are expected to bring your art supplies to EVERY CLASS! Not showing up with those supplies is like showing up to a guitar lesson without your instrument! Bring your stuff so you can make stuff…that simple!!

Clean Up:
Time will be allowed at the end of every class period for clean up. Sinks are to be used for washing hands only. Do not dispose of any materials other than soaps in the sinks since it is not ecologically sound. You may also need to bring or wear clothing appropriate for studio conditions, as many of the materials used will stain your clothing.


Emergency Closings:
If the college is closed or classes are cancelled due to inclement weather or some other emergency, all Rochester area radio and television stations will be notified no later than 5:30am, or in the case of a mid-day decision, no later than 3:00pm. In addition, the home page on the MCC web site, www.monroecc.edu, will display a message indicating that the college is closed or classes are cancelled. Please do not call the college to avoid overloading 
the telephone lines. In the event of an emergency, such as a campus evacuation or closure, severe weather alert, fire in a building, hazardous material incident, etc., where time-sensitive, proactive actions need to be communicated, the SUNY-NY – Alert system will be utilized to provide immediate notification to all MCC students and employees who have opted to receive such alerts. Those who sign up for SUNY-NY – Alert can choose to receive emergency messages via a variety of communication technologies, such as e-mail (college and/or personal accounts), and audio and/or text message to a campus, home or cell phone, fax, etc. For more information on SUNY-NY – Alert, includeing how to sign up, please visit http://www.monroecc.edu/depts/pstd/NYAlert.htm .


Class Cancellation:
Information regarding class cancellation is available daily on the web or through the telephone. Simply go to the MCC website, www.monroecc.edu, and select the link in the second heading menu labeled “Current Students,” and then select the “Class Cancellations” link along the left column under the “Academics at MCC” section. Additionally, class cancellation information is available by dialing 292-2066 then pressing “1” for the Brighton campus and “2” for the Damon City Campus. If possible, please use the web, as there could be delays in the voice recording based on the number of cancellations.


Electronic Learning Center:
MCC has a number of Learning Centers at Brighton (for example, Accounting, Math, Psychology, Writing, the Electronic Learning Center, etc.) and at Damon Campus (for example, the Integrated Learning Center, Electronic Learning Center, etc.). Learning Centers are staffed with instructional personnel and may be equipped with computers and 
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software to assist students. It is recommended that students use the Learning Centers to get additional help with concepts learned in the classroom and their homework. Please refer to your MCC student email to review your referral and objectives for use of the Learning Center(s).


And lastly, PLEASE... 
if you have questions or concerns talk to me, email me, wave your arms wildly.  Despite “comics” being in the course title, I have no superpowers.  I cannot read minds to see what you like and don’t like, when you are struggling, and what has happened to you previously or in the future.














